CHAPTER XV
DRAGONNADE
(1678-1688)
TOURING the ten years which followed the Peace of Nim-
JLx wegen Louis XIV reached the zenith of his power. Eng-
land, rent by her domestic quarrels, had ceased to be a factor
in European affairs. The Empire was equally paralysed for
action in the West. Its whole resources were requked to meet
the Ottoman invasions. In the same period the Hungarian
national movement produced fierce secondary revolts, and the
Emperor and his generals could not turn their eyes from the
east and from the south. The coalition which had imposed
some check upon the aggressions of France in 1668 and 1678
had fallen to pieces. Louis, conscious of his dominating
power, gave full play to his ambitions. He sought to revive
on a scale more vast the empire of Charlemagne. He contem-
plated himself as a candidate for the Imperial throne. He was
deep in schemes which would secure the reversion of Spain
and her New World empire to a French prince. His inroads
upon his neighbours were unceasing. He kept England
divided by bribery and intrigue. He encouraged the Turks
and the Magyars in their assaults upon the Hapsburg mon-
archy, and thus stabbed the Empire in the back at the same
time as his forward pressure upon its western frontiers grew.
In 1681 he swooped across the Rhine, and, alleging the doc-
trine of the reunion of ancient seigneurial domains, occupied
the independent Protestant town of Strasburg, as he had
already absorbed the greater part of the Spanish province
of Franche-Comte. He also seized Casale, and made further
expansions on the north-eastern frontiers of France. In
some cases a judicial investigation preceded the seizure, but
Strasburg was occupied " without the formality of justice/*